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CONTROL  OF  EUROPEAN  RABBITS 


Explanatory  Statement 


Shipments  of  rabbits  from  the  San  Juan  Islands  in  the  State 
of  Washington  constitute  a hazard  to  American  agriculture  that 
should  not  be  regarded  lightly.  These  rabbits  are  European  rab- 
bits that  became  established  years  ago  from  releases  of  domestic 
strains  of  this  species  and  possibly  from  wild  European  stock  as 
well.  l^atever  their  origin,  the  animals  have  reverted  to  type 
and  have  been  living  wild  on  the  Islands  for  many  years. 

These  so-called  "San  Juan  rabbits,"  unlike  native  rabbits, 
are  great  burrowers . Their  burrows  and  warrens  may  go  as  deep 
as  nine  feet,  and  a single  warren  may  cover  a quarter  of  an  acre. 

On  some  Islands  they  have  undermined  buildings,  caused  bluffs  to 
crumble,  consumed  all  green  vegetation  down  to  ground  level,  and 
killed  trees  by  eating  bark  of  trunks  and  roots . 

The  European  rabbit  has  increased  to  plague  proportions  and 
has  become  a serious  pest  in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Tierra  del 
Fuego,  and  other  regions.  In  Great  Britain,  it  is  considered 
second  only  to  rats  and  mice  collectively  as  a source  of  damage . 
British  experts  believe  that  rabbit  damage  in  their  country 
amounts  to  to  60  million  pounds  sterling  a year.  The  rabbits 
devour  truck  crops  and  cereal  crops . They  kill  orchard  trees  and 
damage  pastures  to  such  an  extent  that  sheep  have  starved  in  com- 
petition with  them.  Control  efforts  costing  millions  of  dollars 
a year  have  had  little  effect  in  lands  infested  i-rlth  these  rabbits . 
Extermination  of  wild  rabbits  is  official  policy  in  at  least  three 
countries,  including  Great  Britain. 

It  is  entirely  possible  that  the  European  rabbit  will  become 
established  in  new  areas  as  a result  of  liberations  now  being  made. 
Should  this  happen  the  species  is  apt  to  spread  and  become  an  agri- 
cultural pest  of  greater  economic  significance  than  any  native  game 
or  fur  animal. 

Since  1935  the  importation  of  Eirropean  rabbits  into  the  United 
States  has  been  prohibited  by  Federal  law.  However,  the  current 
shipments  of  "San  Juan  rabbits"  are  moving  from  the  State  of  Washing- 
ton to  other  States . Except  in  those  instances  where  particular 
shipments  of  "San  Juan  rabbits"  might  involve  animals  suspected  of 
being  carriers  of  diseases  transmissible  to  livestock  or  poultry 
(and  we  know  of  no  cases  where  these  animals  have  been  so  suspected), 
there  is  no  existing  basis  for  exercising  Federal  control  over  the 
inter -State  transportation  of  these  rabbits . 

The  suggested  legislation  declares  European  rabbits  ( as  defined) 
to  be  harmful  to  the  agriculture,  grazing,  forestry,  and  other  vege- 
tative resources  of  the  State.  It  also  provides  that  importation 
and  release  of  these  rabbits  shall  be  subject  to  regulation  and 
control  by  the  appropriate  State  agency. 


a 


' -s  .i 


iai-fsH  to‘  'j!);Frvic6 

’*  ♦ ' 


1 , 


r,  > 

•'■  'I 


'.  'Sc'r 


: ''^  , 


m ;^  * ■ 


c^/^t  lu,  aKv£»r2X  nf^‘1  rfidit  . 3^noaitj^irJ<. 

/j  ;J’b44'  fLiox-ii^tjA  ‘4  oxs$4^*  a s^trd‘i‘:TEr?p.*>  rtC.fjiPlflnrjW 

wcf^/j  fi-'^a^oTt/S.  s'ao  ^pldfiQ%  ossiifV  .xXvtx^ii  *on  bli-v.^rlG 

oXiesfflob  to  ssecoXei  irro'tt  6j»^  34trf 

r /rjof  ^ M9(^s^'£u3/ bltM  nto'i'J  Ylcft32oq  oftii  aaio»>:iJ  ta  ztiLS-iSr. 

•y-VC^  oS  I?»J'i9V'i'i  3v,orf  rtliimiaa  sH  > trd:gt'xo.  i = 9ttj  'lav&XiwJy/^  -iXw 

'iot  efenslal  his  no*  Lliv  ^rrxvXi  ^ysri  uL 

^ svlJra  i)il'Lnif  r.Bu.r.  beZico-oz  wiT 

X35b  . r:  09  sarrrrb'/  t^r.  rt<>:rr  . a-i^yrTt-fUcr  ^-973 

.97:?x  liD  to  7^4'tctip  A 19VOO  ".riiav.  •;  tact  -.vatcf  €-i 

ot  attvX'X  . nsruMiija  'n  »fm:£JCaI  'Jt^OQ  uO 

^ fW-^v  » Xs"v^oX  aJ"  rttfc.ti  rtci  1 n£»t\‘v~^  f f i\  btJfH^fUfiOO  9 

3 907;  b'^lltx 


H 


I 


* •/ 


77  ^X&voX  oX  a^b  qaot?  XX/i  byrtst/a/ 

* ' ■'  ' M - O^Od  Xrrxi  QTimixi  to  .’lix,cf  grriX^  >^ff  ^ 


■;-»  ‘ 


i-"'i 


r* 

kv' 

L * ♦ 

. :^JL.Jl. 


f^. 


A 

•7 

ie-".  i 


bno  aiTt  fX70ti07q  aii^iUq  ox  ao^scoioni  ai+d  <£L.;yijoi£f<f  ejrfX’ 

Xp'«  .jjXtt*!*?  ^b^iJix-po*2  woJiJ  |DXXj57XSajA  frX  “^^xfoX'io? ' 0 ^:?»O90d  sc:I 

cX  w' i X097O  iil  • 8^0X397; isxlxo  • r.L 

.9^t0x''/!P  to  oo  n^os  - an  '^lyyxXoeXXox  aoim  btxn  cX-.^t  oa  ^X/'o  -xt  ^ 
\JX^LUJQO  7i.orfj  tiX  ^i?niIiXl'  tXdiJi',7  jXiXid’  •''  i*l  ;*'i  oX79q^i 
eXXcfKo'x  $iiT  .7'>9V  ^ rciXXlff  .'jo  c^-J  v•>l^ 

bfJO'  ^£>97<i  £j*TX4lO''U)-  XX  X»i  Yj9jiT  . S^TOd'.*''  A bfir.  '■SO’iO,  Hp'J't’j  71/OVfi^ 
•'iSHa!i  zx  oyv?Pw>a  X*:uX  rn  t'XJ  a-*  ffDaa  ox  r pdx*  >r:-<j 

,?.Xi;4lob  to  07oXiXi.S‘  ii.Ti?jpo  - Xdi7Xn<‘-0  ./rjt^Xr  dS-y  CiolSt^r^i 

. 3'.' Ic^cf^  7 liJ X"V  bO'‘«95(iX  ibr^-X  *11  Xoptti-.  jyX'**'i''XX  b.orf  oi/ctt  u?'9V  *' 

5x%i^  tax-ixl  7.i  ai. .Ii'iXotXto  >'^  B7ir‘'fr.7  to  rroXji’.cyXm*:  .x'X 

• J 'cyO  ?<rJ;£x/l9?ii  «j:7Xir;o*^ 


omoi^oo  iXh.'  orft  7CivJ  .OifXtl:aCKT  ^dXtoo  4/  *1 


\K)n  ■^c.oi'SL'iCidiX  to  XXifsr'7  .>  « ..  V'-yt/  at  bDr*ex4cTjj»:»it9 


k • 


X-- 

H.' 


d-  '.7f?rtvycf  &«>■  foffn^^s  03  ex^  y,ft  cj^^ou.  aXrScf 

9Vi,,t;in  Y*"-'*  ^.~XX  ^0ft*79XtxCJ3i3,  oXj  :QC*}  ^ '1^' ^*13  iU  XC^UJ’XOO, 

■ ■ XvYtlfXS  -tot  *)9, 


V 


obttfrlT  4:«fit  oXrtX  aci^io  wZ  to  uotJLS^oqmi 

d’lws^oiv  ^>r7t  vlijVvwoM  ,>fjji  v'o'  6u-tic£XrfoT!ci  npddl  ti. ti  eottJ-B’  ,J 

^dJtfa.ci;  ta  ) tit  X ana  ’ao^t  ^ruvoat  .i'X7  -XTtxcfdOT  rinC’*  *)o  aJn^xaoi-il^  ^ 


,:•  ^Xiilubxttci  ^aori^  :il  a vjt 


^^r  to  af.i.i:;uf  pv^ovnl  tiXgXip  ’r-i,tx.Xa*.n  d.'U.'Xi 


e*i*M  k-  'A’Jw.  V*.  UX.4.-74  to  X'^  luTSq'XxJftf 

^-'  .^i*b'./*,5vi;X  oX  yXdX<2'5X?Ttacic.'iJ  8'.*aot^iX>  10  77^^7TX!9  ^rri'^Cj 
^ (bt.'J'.roq'^ijp  sX  r»i.;..  o-ioxfw  Ai>a/2D  oa  Xo.7/preX  yv  ocu) 

Oiit  7ov.;f  »tcc.(X' oJ  «x  c»TOii 

^ ■..  ■'/<■  ....  t‘**.pii.t  to  not Toed stJ-^a- tf^ni 


4./  3 


:vK?tXy£.  HAT  } i -fSdii*r  dctqo*^jr^v*t^i;a^f5  Jbpt3iC5Sjiia  ^*KT 

- 9SMV  ^ o|-‘ 'Xatilfirl  $rf  ot 

.X/-^'4Wi|i:'b:Vo^q 'Jel;,  jrX  ‘ . oa't’ yvX'.t^ 

Atjd;  doXi  o3f  Jdc»X‘‘'XM'^  9tf^XX'.\jl3'"  f>i'y'» 

ln'^'  X ■ ■ >:  ■ , . '--wd  ' id  .,'  . 


Suggested  Legislation 


/Title  should  conform  to  State  requirements . The  following 
is  a suggestion:  *'An  Act  to  control  the  importation  and  re- 

lease of  the  European  Rabbit.// 

(Be  it  enacted,  etc.) 

1 Section  1.  It  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  public 

2 policy  of  the  State,  in  order  to  protect  and  preserve  the 

3 agricultural,  grazing,  forestry  and  other  vegetative  resources 

4 of  the  State,  to  control  the  importation  and  release  of  the 

5 European  rabbit  and  to  otherwise  prevent  damages  inflicted  by 

6 it  upon  such  resources . 

^ Section  2.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  the  following 

2 definitions  shall  apply: 

3 (a)  The  "European  rabbit"  shall  mean  all  rabbits  of  the 

4 genus  (Oryctolagus,  species  cuniculus,  whether  or  not  existing 

5 in  a wild  state  or  raised  in  captivity  and  shall  include,  but 

6 not  be  limited  to,  the  so-called  San  Juan  rabbit  occurring  in 

7 the  United  States  principally  in  the  San  Juan  archipelo.go, 

8 Puget  Sound,  State  of  Washington. 

9 (b)  The  term  "person"  shall  mean  any  individual,  firm, 

10  partnership,  corporation  (public  or  private),  association, 

11  club,  or  other  group  of  persons  whether  or  not  incorporated. 

1 Section  3»  The  European  rabbit  is  hereby  declared  to  be 

2 harmful  to  the  agricultural,  grazing,  forestry  and  other 

3 vegetative  resources  of  the  State  and  shall  be  subject  to 

4 regulation  and  control  by  the  /State  agency/ 

l/  The "title  of  the  appropriate  state  agency  having  responsibility 
for  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  State  such  as  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture,  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  or  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Conservation  should  be  used  wherever  the  term  "state 
agency"  appears  in  this  bill. 
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Section  4.  Regulations  promulgated  by  the  /state  agency/ 
pursuant  to  section  3 of  this  Act  shall  include  but  need  not 
be  limited  to,  provisions  that  (a)  European  rabbits  shall  not 
be  imported  into  the  State  without  permission  of  the  /state 
agency/,  (b)  European  rabbits  transported  into  or  possessed 
within  the  State  shall  not  be  released  except  upon  permission 
and  under  the  supervision  of  the  /state  agency/,  and  (c)  any 
person  possessing  European  rabbits  must  report  immediately  to 
the  /s’tate  agency/  the  escape  or  other  accidental  release  of 
such  rabbits . The  regulations  ma.y  also  provide  for  the  exter- 
mination of  European  rabbits  that  have  been  released,  have 
escaped,  or  are  running  wild  in  areas  where  it  is  determined 
by  the  /Ftate  agency/  that  they  are  doing  serious  damage  to 
agricultural,  grazing,  forestry,  or  other  vegetative  resources . 

Section  Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  or  any  regulations  promulgated  thereunder  shall  be  guilty 
of  a misdemeanor  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  fined  the 

sum  of  not  less  than  nor  more  than for 

each  offense . 

Section  6.  /insert  effective  date_^/ 
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